	FM-View
	FM-View “toolkit” at a glance

	
	Price:
	

	
	Product type:
	Viewing utility

	
	Value for money
	Excellent!

	
	Usefulness
	A must!



Visualizing your FM data!

With FM-View Consistent Software www.csoft.no has created a new toolkit to help the Facility Management (FM) suppliers to enter into a visual world. The toolkit will create a range of new possibilities for the FM world where the imagination of the manufacturer will be the biggest hurdle to create slick, fast and useful possibilities for their customers.

FM-View is a tool kit that any FM or other database manufacturer will find useful if they need to visualize the data stored in the database. We are not talking about visualizing the documents related to the information specifically, but it can also be used as a plain viewer as long as the formats are images or AutoCAD files. All other file types are normally best handled by the application that created them. What we are talking about are floor plans, space plans or building plans and more. These types of plans are often subject to massive turnover, thus frequently change. The FM-View is therefore designed to help the user visualize these changes and to interact with the physical view of the plan. You can change view of the plan by selecting a different set of information in the database, or you can change the information selection in the database by selecting in the view. You can even have the view tally up values or other selected information as the user makes his selection.

FM-View highlights

Imagine if you will, that you have an FM system that allows you to manage floor space and fixtures and fittings of a mall, an apartment house or a warehouse. Most of these FM systems – although brilliant – are text based, and as such is open to errors unless the user is extremely careful whenever the user manipulates information in the system.

Now, think about a mundane task of moving a chair from one room to another. If the system is predefined for ease of use, you might be able to select the chair by room in the interface, and then move it to another room by a scroll down text based room selection, or if the FM system has been upgraded to incorporate the Consistent FM-View, you can move a chair from one room to another by selecting the entity in the room, dragging and dropping it into its new location in the GUI, and the database is automatically updated. This is how you wish you could do it, and now there is a tool available to let you do just that.

Another problem in an FM system is to correlate information that is related. If this can be visualized in a window, it is much easier for the official in charge to confirm that the selection is accurate, and to speed up any process that relates to this. What if you need to see all rooms that you currently sublet to Enron, and that you now have to find new tenants for? Call up the customer in the database, and the viewer will color all available floor plans in the areas that you currently have leased to Enron. This will allow the official in charge to easily (hopefully automatically) create tenders to new possible tenants by a push of a button including a visual layout of the space available, an accurate measure of the space and a price offering.

A manager of the FM system might want to know witch case worker is assigned to what physical space in a mall, and to correlate that information against vacancies. With the FM-View the manager can now easily visualize this directly. And as we all know “a picture can tell you more than a 1000 words”!

Interactive visualization is the key factor of FM-View. There are dozens of viewers available in the market, but this is the first on that I have seen that actually combines the characteristics of a viewer and the capabilities of a database in one product by allowing the user to select, relate and manipulate objects or entities in a database using a visual environment. 

Summary

Allthough FM-View is a mass market product (everyone is a potential user), it is quit anonymous in its intuitive and simple ease of use. This product becomes such an intergrated part of your environment so quickly that you just wonder how you used to do things before you had this tool!

	FM-View

	Pros

· OCX component

· Open interface

· Full two way information exchange

· View and “edit” capable

· Clickable

· Imagination is the limit!

	Cons

· Non significant

	Overall

· Anyone planning to invest in Facility Management system, document management or electronic archive in any form will be well advised to take a thorough look at this product. Although the viewer only works as part of a solution the viewer is easily implemented into most database systems.
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Move a chair from one room to another in the GUI, and the database is automatically updated!








You just have to ask yourself, “How did you manage to do this before you implemented the FM-View?”

















